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Give the gift of
health this season

Help a hospital provide for a growing community

elizabeth holland
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ook over your list of gifts this year for
your nearest and dearest. Most likely, it’s
got clothing, food, sports items, kitchen
gadgets and so on. Have you considered
adding to that list something less fleeting, something that all of us would wish for — good health?
This festive season, you can give this priceless
gift, even to those beyond your circle of family
and friends. Now reaching its final phase, the
expansion campaign of Markham Stouffville
Hospital (MSH) offers an opportunity to give
the gift of health.
“This is where primary care takes place,” says
Suzette Strong, CEO of the Markham Stouffville
Hospital Foundation. So far, the public campaign
to support MSH’s total redevelopment has raised
90 per cent of its goal of $50 million, notes Strong.
The community hospital’s new building opened
this past March and renovations to the existing
building are scheduled for completion in 2014, in
late summer. This home stretch, she says, is critical
to cover the cost of capital expenditures — such

Where will your
donation go?
Among the equipment needed at
Markham Stouffville Hospital are:
• 6 new microscopes (each costing
between $3,500 and $20,570)
• 57 blood pressure monitors
($3,900 each) for the diagnosis
and monitoring of complex health
conditions
• 17 wheelchairs ($2,500 each) to
assist those among its 840 patients
daily that need them
• 68 stretchers (each costing between
$4,750 and $5,700), which can be
purchased through the innovative
Buy a Bed campaign.
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Chief of staff dr. dave austin is grateful for support.
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as replacing hospital beds, stretchers, isolettes, diagnostic and other equipment — not a cent of which
comes from the provincial government.
MSH is appealing to the public this holiday
season to help the hospital to continue delivering excellent healthcare to the quickly growing
Markham and Stouffville communities. The hospital’s wish list offers a wide range of gift options
for donors to direct their contributions, including
much-needed new equipment. This includes such
items as 14 heated chemotherapy chairs ($4,200
each), which are essential, says Strong, for the
comfort of patients in the hospital’s new cancer

centre, scheduled to open in January. (See “Where
will your donation go?” sidebar for more.)
“Every donation, big or small, saves lives and
enables our skilled physicians, nurses and other
specialists to deliver excellent, expert care,” says Dr.
Dave Austin, the hospital’s chief of staff. “We are
grateful for the community’s support. We depend
on it to purchase the critical equipment we need.”
Strong couldn’t agree more, emphasizing how
each dollar contributed goes toward MSH’s list
of items that are vital to health and well-being.
It is the time of year, after all, when the spirit of
giving could go beyond one’s immediate circle —
and one’s immediate gift list. She also suggests
another option — tribute gifts, which promote
Markham Stouffville Hospital’s mission to provide compassionate, patient-centred care.
Says Strong, “Your kindness today will have
an impact for many years to come.”

Help expand Markham Stouffville Hospital.
Find out how by visiting mshf.on.ca/ways-to-give.
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PUT A GIFT OF
NEW BEDS FOR
SELINA AND TEDDY
ON YOUR LIST.
Here’s a story that’s perfect for the Holidays.
Selina told her Mom she had a tummy-ache. But when she couldn’t move
around, her mother suspected things were much more serious. A trip to the
emergency department and an ultrasound at Markham Stouffville Hospital
showed an inflamed appendix. Selina and her parents met with the doctor
and she went straight into surgery. Thanks to a great medical team and one
very special Child Life Specialist, Selina made a rapid and happy recovery.
With the Holiday Season here, it’s a perfect time to remind you that the most
priceless gift is the gift of health. Government does not fund all new
equipment and expansion needs at our hospital. Your support has a huge
impact on the lives of others. Buy a Bed. Be a Life Saver.
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PLEASE GIVE:
BedsSaveLives.com
905-472-7373 x 6341
mshfoundation@msh.on.ca

sell or lease your information. For more information contact us at 905.472.7373 ext. 6341 or mshfoundation@msh.on.ca Charitable registration No: 13064 3620 RR0001
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